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Interpretation of the Basic Concepts and Propositions of Traditional Chinese Medicine from the Cognitive
Model of Six Categories and Four Imagery

LAl Min' CHEN Jie* JIA Chunhua' SONG Qiumeng' ZHANG Yu' HUANG Xiongjie'

1. School of Traditional Chinese Medicine Beijing University of Chinese Medicine Beijing 100029; 2. Graduate School Beijing
University of Chinese Medicine

ABSTRACT Chinese characters are the symbols of recording the language of traditional Chinese medicine ( TCM)
and is an important way to understand the basic concepts and propositions of TCM. This paper studies the TCM theory
from the perspective of Chinese philology. According to the cognitive model of form matter meaning and sound in
BAN Gu’s Six Serips ( ¢ )) the cognitive sources of metaphor experience are divided into four types 1. e. picto—
graphic metaphor matter metaphor meaning metaphor and sound metaphor. According to the previous research re—
sults of TCM metaphor this paper based on the connotation and characteristics of form matter meaning and sound
respectively explains the meaning of four imagery analyzes the origin mapping process and uniqueness of cognitive
methods of four imagery and reveals the dynamic relationship among four imagery metaphor according to the internal
logical relationship and cognitive rules to explore a metaphor interpretation method suitable for the basic concepts and
propositions of TCM.

Keywords Six Scrips; metaphor; cognitive patterns; analogy of imagry thinking; concepts; propositions; textology
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